
Latin American History of Sexuality 

History 17102 

Gender 20600 

M-W 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm. 

Judd Hall, room 111. 

Instructor: Pablo Ben 

paben@uchicago.edu 

Course Goals: 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1) Analyze the theoretical, methodological and epistemological differences between essentialist and 

constructivist approaches to the history of sexuality. 

2) Understand the diversity of sexual cultures within the history and geography of Latin America 

comparing the peculiarities of each case. 

3) Explain how different scholars consider the social construction of sexual identities and practices and 

their relationship to economics, culture, kinship and social structure. 

4) Discuss the relationship between sexuality and political power, taking as examples the relationship 

between sexual norms and colonial power, social control and the nation-building process, machismo and 

modern revolutionary states, etc. 

5) Describe and compare sexual identities and practices (sodomy, bigamy, sexual inversion, female 

prostitution, homosexuality, transvestites, etc.) in different social and cultural settings. 

Evaluation: 

This course will encourage students to develop a critical analysis through a comparison of the texts. In 

order to facilitate that goal, the exams will be take-home assignments. Grades will be based on the 

following percentages: 

Mid-term exam: 30% 

Final exam or Research paper: 50% 

Class participation: 10% 

Questions/comments: 10% 

Class participation involves the active and critical engagement in the debates about the assigned texts. 

Students should be prepared to discuss the main topics concerning those readings. The course includes 

the projection of a group of recent movies depicting sexual culture in Latin America, and students should 



attend at least three of them. On Mondays and Wednesdays before 10:00 am, students must send 

questions/comments about the texts. For this assignment you can: 

1. express your doubts about the topics and the perspective(s) that the author considers, 

2. identify paradoxes or contradictions in the analysis, 

3. briefly compare other descriptions of the same and different phenomena, 

4. criticize the text from an alternative theoretical approach, yours or another authors, 

5. suggest topics or themes that you would like to debate in the class. 

You do not need to include all these features, but only one or some of them. These questions/comments 

are meant to encourage class discussion and to prepare the students to develop the kind of analysis that 

they will need for the exams and/or the research paper. The length of these assignments will be between 

5 and 15 lines. If you fail to send these e-mails more than three times it will affect your grade. 

Research paper (optional): Students can opt to write a research paper instead of the final exam. I 

encourage those who are interested in this option to talk to me at an earlier stage of the quarter to 

discuss the topic and its possibilities. The research paper requires the critical analysis of primary sources 

in order to explore a topic in the history of sexuality in Latin America. Considering that most of the 

sources were written in Spanish or Portuguese, those students who are interested in Latin American 

cultures and languages could take advantage of this opportunity. This optional assignment should turn to 

the theoretical approaches discussed in the course bibliography and establish comparisons with other 

cultures and historical moments within Latin America. 

Course policies: 

Class attendance is a fundamental component in the process of learning. More than two absences will 

lower your grade. If for any reason, the student compiles four absences, that student may be asked to 

withdraw from the course. If you have to miss classes due to an illness, please make sure to bring a 

doctor’s note. Please let me know in advance if there is any other reason why you cannot attend a class. 

You will still be expected to complete your assignments (questions/comments, mid-term, final exam) on 

time. If you have any problems doing so, please contact me to explain your situation at least two days 

before the due date; otherwise, late assignments could lower your grades. Students are also expected to 

be on time and should not leave class early without prior notification. 

Warning: presentation of the words or ideas of another as one’s own is plagiarism and constitutes a 

serious offense. 
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